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What is a Citizen & What is 
Citizenship?



I. Citizen & Citizenship:

● Definition of a Citizen: A citizen is an individual who lives in a nation-state 

and has certain rights and privileges, as well as duties to the state, such as 

allegiance to the government (Lagassé, 2000). 

● Definition 1 of Citizenship: “the position or status of being a citizen” 

(Simpson & Weiner, 1989, p. 250). 

● Definition 2 of Citizenship: “the set of rights, duties, and identities linking 

citizens to the nation-state” (Koopmans et al. (2005)). 

➔  These definitions are accurate, however, they do not reveal the 

COMPLEXITY of citizenship in our globalized world. 



I. The Three elements of Citizenship

I. Civil: Providing citizens with 
Individual rights 
- Freedom of Speech
- Right to own property
- Equality

II. Political: It gives citizens 
the opportunity to exercise 
political power by 
participating in the political 
process.

III. Social: provides citizens 
with the Health, Education, 
and Welfare needed to 
participate fully in their 
cultural communities and in 
the national civic culture.

These Three elements are Interrelated, Overlapping, 
an Ideal toward which nationstates strive but which they 
never completely attain.



I. Universal & Differentiated Citizenship 

+ Universal Citizenship:

- Group differences are not included in a universal conception of 

citizenship. 

- A universal conception of citizenship within a society results in the 

treatment of some groups as second-class citizens because group 

rights are not recognized and equality is strictly applied.

+ Differentiated Citizenship: 

- Help marginalized groups attain civic equality and recognition in 

multicultural democratic nations 



Challenges of Global Citizenship

+ The number of individuals living outside their original homelands increased 

from approximately 33 million in 1910 to 175 million in 2000. 

- Millions of people live in several nations and have multiple citizenships. 

- Millions have citizenship in one nation and live in another.

→ Which affects how diverse nations defines citizenship 

Example: European Union



Levels of Citizenship

Examples:

+ Legal citizenship:

Anyone from the classroom who is Egyptian but does 

not vote in the presidential elections of 2018.

+ Minimal citizenship:

Anyone from the classroom who is Egyptian and votes in 

the presidential elections of 2018.

+ Active citizenship:

Demonstrating in a legal manner for a certain cause.

+ Transformative citizenship:

Rosa Parks triggered the Civil Rights movement by 

refusing to give up her seat to a White man on a bus in 

Alabama. 

She did so to promote social justice and equality by 

violating existing segregation laws. 



Which level of 
Citizen are you?



I. History of Cultural Rights  

1960s - 1970s1600s

Assimilationist, liberal, and universal 
conceptions of citizenship require citizens 
to give up their first languages and cultures 
to become full participants in the civic 
community of the nation state. 

missionaries in the 
United States 
established boarding 
schools to assimilate 
and Christianize Indian 
youth.

Mexican 
Americans were 
punished in 
school for 
speaking 
Spanish. 

1940s - 1950s

Ethnic 
Revitalization 
Movements

Cultural 
Democracy

Right to maintain important aspects of their cultures 
and languages while participating fully in the national 
civic culture and community. 

Demands:
1. Respond to the groups cultural 
identities and experiences by 
reforming curricula
2. Modify teaching strategies to 
become more culturally responsive.



“If Mexican Americans are 
structurally integrated into 
mainstream U.S. society they will 
have neither the desire nor the 
need to speak Spanish”

I. Multicultural Citizenship:

Liberal Assimilationist:

Do you Agree or Disagree?



Institutionalizing 
Global Citizenship:
 A Critical Analysis Of Higher Education 

Programs and Curricula. 



1. Global Experiences 
a. Pros & Cons 

 2. How do Global Experiences lead to Global 
Citizenship? 

3. ‘Nature of global citizenship programs in the 
U.S. context as a “license” that universities “give 
out” to students who study abroad.’ 

     

 

 



3 Approaches 

1. Neoliberal Approach
2. Radical/Conflict Approach
3. Critical/Transformational Approach 



Analyzing Global Citizenship: Methodology & 
Findings 



Analyzing Global Citizenship: Methodology & 
Findings 



International Travel 

- (25%) required international travel to complete the 
global citizenship program.

-  “Otherness” of the foreign culture against the 
familiarity of the student’s home culture. 

- Financial difficulties. 



Language Proficiency 

- Connection to Neo-Liberal approach. 
- English & Cultural Imperialism 



Engagement and Service Learning 

Service Learning 

a. Damaging Stereotypes 



Learning Outcomes and Curriculum 
Content 

1. Self Reflection 
2. Social Responsibility 
3. Employability 
4. Leadership 
5. Problem Solving 
6. Entrepreneurship 

 Disadvantage - Hard VS Soft Skills 



Why does Violent Extremism 
happen?



Global Citizenship Education as a tool to prevent 
Violent Extremism. 

“Inclusive, equitable and quality 
education is one of the most 
powerful tools against the spread of 
violent extremist ideologies” - Irina 
Bokova, UNESCO Director-General



 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nhwVK

KPDm4A

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KuKzq9

EDt-0

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KuKzq9EDt-0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nhwVKKPDm4A


 Can teaching students to view themselves as 
citizens of the world be the key to building peace 
and advancing equality and justice? 

Role of education in building young people’s 
resilience to violent extremist messaging and 
fostering a positive sense of identity and 
belonging



What can schools do?

-Knowledge/understanding

-Values

-Attitudes

-Skills/behaviours



Thank You!


